
 

 

Afar Forum Press Release on Afar-Somali conflict, April 4, 2021 

Afar Forum condemns with strongest possible terms the killings that have 

taken place in Galaqlu and Cunruka districts, on 3rd April 2021. These 

localities are in the heart of Afar Regional State in Ethiopia. The heinous 

attacks and crime that have been committed by Somali Regional State 

Special forces armed with heavy weapons on Afar pastoralists. The president of Somali 

Regional State Mr. Mustafa Omer declared war after the National Election Board of Ethiopia 

ruled out the polling stations in eight villages to be excluded from the coming election. The 

decision of the Election board to repudiate early attempt to incorporate the three towns: 

Qunxafoqo, Gadamaytu,Qadaytu was based on conducting the election peacefully and to 

avoid conflicts during the election. Afar Regional State accepted the ruling to give peace and 

stability a chance, however unhappy to exclude the areas which is constitutionally the Afar 

territory.  

Hence, The Afar Forum appreciates the National Election Board of Ethiopia for reconsidering 

its previous decision regarding three Afar Hinterland towns Qunxafoqo, Gadamaytu,Qadaytu 

as well as the villages of Galaqto, Tewqo, Guruumudli, Afqaso and Balaqti-Gona polling 

stations to be included in Somali Regional State (SRS), during the national election taking 

place on June 5, 2021.  

The ongoing unprovoked attack by Somali Region Special Forces assisted by foreign bandits, 

whose main goal is to incorporate a large part of Afar territory into the Somali Regional State 

with expansionist agenda. People like Aden Farah, President of House of Federation, who 

belongs to the Issa Somali tribe and openly calls to forcefully take the Afar land. Aden Farah, 

instead of representing the interest of the people of the Ethiopian Federation, has been 

working intensively to influence the federal government representatives to help incorporate 

Qunxafoqo, Gadamaytu and Qadaytu and the surrounding large territory of Afar land into the 

Somali Regional State. It is also evident that the federal government of Ethiopia is trying not 

to lose allegiance from the Somali Regional State and took side at the expense of the Afar 

people. 

The land grab activity through Somali Regional State led by President, Mustapha Omar and 

his federal agents and regional actors will never be attained and accepted by the Afar people. 

In the absence of the protection by the federal government the Afars must defend the 

territorial integrity of the Afar land through all means available to them.  

The conflict between the Afar people and Issa Somalis has become highly politicized, 

particularly since the 1970s. The pan-Somali sentiment of the Barre regime and subsequent 

Somali lead government in the region is one of the major factors that helped Issa-Somalis to 

evict the Afars from Afdem, Erer and Mulu areas. For years, this relentless and persistent 

attack has caused loss of many innocent Afar lives and properties. It is also evident that 

successive Ethiopian governments have failed to resolve the problem. Sadly, the current 

Federal Ethiopian government, which is led by the Prosperity Party, just like its predecessor 

EPRDF, fails to stop the armed aggression and killings of innocent Afar people by Issa-

Somali. An appeal to demarcate the border based on historical documents to end the false 

claim of Issa-Somalis of the three towns and its surroundings remains unsolved. During the 



last 27 years, the federal armies stationed in many parts of Afar region along the Djibouti-

Addis road have only been acting as bystander ignoring the massive aggression perpetuated 

by the heavily armed Issa-Somali against Afarr civilians. 

The political aspects of this conflict have economic dimensions and are orchestrated by 

authorities of Shinille Zone, Somali Regional State supported by the Djibouti Issa dominated 

government. To achieve these objectivities, many eyewitnesses confirm that the ongoing 

attack on Afar pastoralists is led by well-trained Somali regional state militias. It is evident 

that the nature of the conflict between Afar and Issa-Somali has changed its character. 

Previously, there was a presumed believe among pundit that the prolonged conflict emanates 

from shrinking pastoral resource. However, the current assessment clearly indicates that there 

is a conscious and refined politico-economic dimension to this conflict, mixed with fabricated 

and unsubstantiated territorial claims. There are credible sources and reports that Somalis 

from as far as Somaliland, Djibouti, and Somali Regional State Special Force “Liyu Hayl” 

have joined the fight. This flagrant act of aggression against Afars who did not sought to fight 

in any of Somalis territory by crossing its border could escalate to a dangerous situation, 

whereby it will create instability and could lead to conflict that has not been seen before in the 

region. If the federal government of Ethiopia fails to intervene effectively and find a lasting 

solution to this Afar and Issa-Somali conflict, the region will be deeply destabilized beyond 

the Afar region.  

The Issa-Somalia with the help of corrupted military generals and tacit approval of the 

Ethiopian federal government, Afars are not allowed to live in Qunxafaoo, Gadamaytu and 

Qadaytu. If an Afar is found in the vicinity of these towns, they are gunned down. The 

Djibouti-Addis Ababa road is the main road that the Afars use to travel from the Afar Region 

capital city of Semara to Addis Ababa. However, Afars are not able to pass through these 

three towns without being harassed and/or killed. The Issa-Somalis stop any passing vehicles 

through these towns and asks if an Afar is inside. Because of these ongoing intimidation and 

insecurity, the Afars are subjected and are exposed to imminent danger to be killed by these 

illegal occupiers of Afar land. The killings of innocent people along the asphalt road are not 

limited to the Afars. Truckers who move from Djibouti to Addis Ababa have been gunned 

down near the vicinity of these towns for years. Most recently, last year, a group of educators 

who came to assess a school opening in the area were murdered along security personnel. 

Those who have committed such murderous crimes are not brought to face justice. 

Afar Forum strongly condemns the Issa-Somali Regional State official and Aden Farah, 

President of House of Federation of Ethiopia for interfering and influencing, to assign 

Qunxafoqo, Gadamaytu and Qadaytu under the Somali Regional State jurisdiction without 

due process.  

Hence, Afar Forum demands that: 

1. Afar people to have the right to exercise their constitutional right to live, work and vote 

their representatives in Qunxafoqo, Gadamaytu, Qadaytu and surround areas within the Afar 

territory without harassment for local, regional and federal level offices;  

2. The Federal government of Ethiopia should provide the necessary protection to the Afar 

people to live in within their territory safely;  

3. The Afar Forum demands that the federal government of Ethiopia to help stop this 

coordinated blatant aggression of Issa-Somalis and Somali Regional government immediately 

and protect the innocent peace-loving Afars from being attacked on an on-going basis with no 

end in sight; 

4. Afar Forum calls upon all Afar political parties and the Afar diaspora to exert maximum 



pressure and demand on the federal government of Ethiopia to demarcate the border between 

Afar and Somali Reginal State;  

5. The international community to help and facilitate meaningful solutions that can stop the 

bloodshed and further escalation of this conflict; and  

6. We appeal to all our peace-loving Somalis to work towards pressuring these armed groups 

to stop the war of aggression and the territorial claim of Afar land in order to stop the 

senseless bloodshed and loss of many lives on both sides. 

 

Afar Forum Executive Committee 

 

 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/2106753589576758/photos/pcb.2801302976788479/2801302923455151/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBY9gywj4tlySG-WdXcuvYCZhYeKFsVd68AVWdH_mGmWJdS7tvRxw4jwz2iOzaFfaAWg2m5maYn5Jpq&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD1K4z5OQHMsfAK8r0Pirvp1jy_FDGRAYCB2HVu43uuIo9rfeNQQDRrwl_NuCF_aAAKQkoYTob-eqhGUzBE-kFocPqAT77J2c4xtTLRzpuP1mmk2KlM5vy8xJHQySb8iUz8keAsQFSZPNnEztzINpWJYyBsYWXVEdUUGLM5bPYDfp_NLrG6tdF0qRn1b6aMtm3YNls0S_NdRaNW8mObE26RZ2iCTqStfYM8suFxJ2kwT7xOXl7-czzgbGBywPbwc3E6CDlDuOf_6dsRoevDJWf12agIxTB6dfr9TeB9H1Ot4X1qGqxt9LE
https://www.facebook.com/2106753589576758/photos/pcb.2801302976788479/2801302923455151/?type=3&__tn__=HH-R&eid=ARBY9gywj4tlySG-WdXcuvYCZhYeKFsVd68AVWdH_mGmWJdS7tvRxw4jwz2iOzaFfaAWg2m5maYn5Jpq&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARD1K4z5OQHMsfAK8r0Pirvp1jy_FDGRAYCB2HVu43uuIo9rfeNQQDRrwl_NuCF_aAAKQkoYTob-eqhGUzBE-kFocPqAT77J2c4xtTLRzpuP1mmk2KlM5vy8xJHQySb8iUz8keAsQFSZPNnEztzINpWJYyBsYWXVEdUUGLM5bPYDfp_NLrG6tdF0qRn1b6aMtm3YNls0S_NdRaNW8mObE26RZ2iCTqStfYM8suFxJ2kwT7xOXl7-czzgbGBywPbwc3E6CDlDuOf_6dsRoevDJWf12agIxTB6dfr9TeB9H1Ot4X1qGqxt9LE

