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‭Report on Brutal Drone Attack on Civilians at the‬
‭Djibouti-Ethiopia Border by Djibouti Government‬

‭We‬ ‭write‬ ‭to‬ ‭bring‬ ‭your‬ ‭urgent‬ ‭attention‬ ‭to‬ ‭a‬‭grave‬‭human‬‭rights‬‭violation‬‭on‬ ‭January‬
‭30,‬‭2025‬‭,‬ ‭just‬‭after‬‭sunset,‬‭at‬‭the‬ ‭Djibouti-Ethiopia‬‭border‬‭.‬‭A‬‭Djiboutian‬‭military‬‭drone‬‭strike‬
‭targeted‬‭innocent‬‭Afar‬‭pastoralists‬‭in‬‭the‬‭Siyarou‬‭and‬‭Eli-Dar‬‭areas,‬‭resulting‬‭in‬‭multiple‬‭civilian‬
‭deaths‬ ‭and‬ ‭severe‬ ‭injuries.‬ ‭This‬ ‭attack‬ ‭devastated‬ ‭Afar‬ ‭families‬ ‭engaged‬ ‭in‬ ‭their‬ ‭traditional‬
‭nomadic way of life, tending to their livestock, which is their primary means of survival.‬

‭Casualties and Injured Individuals‬

‭Deceased (Died Instantly at the‬
‭Scene):‬

‭1.‬ ‭Gamma Ali Orbiss‬
‭2.‬ ‭Kako Ali Orbiss‬
‭3.‬ ‭Mohamed Aydahis‬
‭4.‬ ‭Ali Mohamed Kako‬
‭5.‬ ‭Aisha Baddul Ali‬

‭Injured and Later Passed Away in‬
‭the Hospital:‬

‭1.‬ ‭Mohamed Houmed Ali‬
‭2.‬ ‭Daoud Louback Hamadou‬
‭3.‬ ‭Gohar Ali Omar‬

‭Currently Hospitalized and in Critical Condition:‬
‭●‬ ‭Mayram Mohamed Abdallah‬
‭●‬ ‭Fatouma Ali Ahmed‬
‭●‬ ‭Ali Mohamed Ali‬

‭Background on the Afar People and the Region‬
‭The‬ ‭Afar‬ ‭are‬ ‭an‬ ‭indigenous‬ ‭Cushitic-speaking‬ ‭ethnic‬ ‭group‬ ‭inhabiting‬ ‭the‬ ‭arid‬ ‭and‬ ‭semi-arid‬
‭regions‬ ‭of‬ ‭Ethiopia,‬ ‭Djibouti,‬ ‭and‬ ‭Eritrea‬ ‭(Dankalia).‬ ‭Renowned‬ ‭for‬ ‭their‬ ‭resilience‬ ‭and‬ ‭deep‬
‭connection‬‭to‬‭their‬‭land,‬‭the‬‭Afar‬‭have‬‭maintained‬‭a‬‭nomadic‬‭way‬‭of‬‭life‬‭for‬‭centuries,‬‭relying‬‭on‬
‭seasonal‬ ‭migration‬ ‭to‬ ‭access‬ ‭water,‬ ‭pasture,‬ ‭and‬ ‭food‬ ‭for‬ ‭their‬ ‭livestock.‬ ‭This‬ ‭mobility‬ ‭is‬
‭essential‬ ‭for‬ ‭their‬ ‭survival,‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬ ‭harsh‬ ‭environment‬ ‭of‬ ‭the‬ ‭Horn‬ ‭of‬ ‭Africa‬ ‭requires‬ ‭adaptive‬
‭strategies to cope with droughts and resource scarcity.‬
‭Traditionally‬‭organized‬‭into‬‭clans,‬‭the‬‭Afar‬‭have‬‭a‬‭rich‬‭cultural‬‭heritage.‬‭Their‬‭social‬‭structures‬
‭emphasize‬ ‭kinship,‬ ‭customary‬ ‭law‬ ‭(‬‭Madaa‬‭),‬ ‭and‬ ‭self-governance.‬ ‭Despite‬ ‭their‬ ‭long-standing‬
‭presence‬ ‭in‬ ‭the‬ ‭region,‬ ‭they‬ ‭have‬ ‭often‬ ‭faced‬ ‭political‬ ‭marginalization,‬ ‭economic‬ ‭neglect,‬ ‭and‬
‭territorial disputes, mainly because modern state borders have restricted their movement.‬
‭This‬‭drone‬‭strike‬‭indiscriminately‬‭targeted‬‭Afar‬‭pastoralists,‬‭who‬‭were‬‭engaged‬‭in‬‭their‬‭age-old‬
‭livelihood.‬‭Such‬‭an‬‭attack‬‭is‬‭not‬‭only‬‭an‬‭act‬‭of‬‭violence‬‭but‬‭also‬‭a‬‭direct‬‭assault‬‭on‬‭their‬‭way‬‭of‬
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‭life,‬ ‭dignity,‬ ‭and‬ ‭fundamental‬ ‭human‬ ‭rights.‬ ‭It‬ ‭exacerbates‬
‭existing‬ ‭vulnerabilities‬ ‭and‬ ‭threatens‬ ‭the‬ ‭very‬ ‭existence‬ ‭of‬ ‭a‬

‭people who have, for generations, thrived through adaptation and communal solidarity.‬

‭Call for International Attention and Fair Media Coverage‬
‭These‬ ‭events‬ ‭have‬ ‭been‬ ‭reported‬ ‭by‬ ‭multiple‬ ‭sources‬ ‭on‬ ‭the‬ ‭ground‬ ‭and‬ ‭covered‬ ‭by‬ ‭media‬
‭outlets, including:‬

‭●‬ ‭Addis Standard‬‭–‬‭Report on the Drone Attack‬
‭●‬ ‭Horn Observer‬‭–‬‭Coverage of the Attack‬
‭●‬ ‭Addis Standard‬‭–‬‭Djibouti Defense Ministry's Acknowledgment‬
‭●‬ ‭Garowe Online‬‭–‬‭Drone Attack Details‬
‭●‬ ‭Voice of America (VOA)‬‭–‬‭Report on Civilian Casualties‬
‭●‬ ‭The Reporter Ethiopia‬‭–‬‭Analysis of the Incident‬
‭●‬ ‭APA News‬‭–‬‭Casualty Report‬
‭●‬ ‭Agence France-Presse (AFP)‬‭–‬‭Coverage of the Attack‬
‭●‬ ‭Radio France Internationale (RFI)‬‭–‬‭Report on the‬‭Attack‬

‭On‬ ‭February‬ ‭1,‬ ‭2025,‬ ‭the‬ ‭Djiboutian‬ ‭regime‬ ‭acknowledged‬ ‭civilian‬ ‭casualties‬ ‭caused‬ ‭by‬ ‭the‬
‭drone‬‭strike‬‭through‬‭a‬‭communiqué ‬‭issued‬‭by‬‭the‬‭Ministry‬‭of‬‭Defense,‬‭further‬‭underscoring‬‭the‬
‭severity‬‭of‬‭this‬‭violation.‬‭However,‬‭while‬‭the‬‭communiqué ‬‭claimed‬‭the‬‭attack‬‭targeted‬‭terrorists,‬
‭it‬‭failed‬‭to‬‭specify‬‭any‬‭armed‬‭group,‬‭contradicting‬‭multiple‬‭independent‬‭reports‬‭confirming‬‭that‬
‭all victims were Afar civilians.‬
‭Local‬ ‭sources,‬ ‭such‬ ‭as‬ ‭the‬ ‭Horn‬ ‭Observer‬ ‭and‬ ‭Addis‬‭Standard,‬‭have‬‭reported‬‭that‬‭no‬‭terrorist‬
‭groups‬‭were‬‭present‬‭in‬‭the‬‭affected‬‭area.‬‭Despite‬‭admitting‬‭to‬‭civilian‬‭casualties,‬‭the‬‭Djiboutian‬
‭government‬ ‭has‬ ‭neither‬ ‭offered‬ ‭condolences‬ ‭nor‬ ‭assisted‬ ‭the‬ ‭affected‬ ‭families,‬ ‭who‬ ‭had‬ ‭to‬
‭retrieve and bury their loved ones on their own.‬
‭To‬ ‭further‬ ‭intimidate‬ ‭the‬ ‭local‬ ‭population,‬ ‭additional‬ ‭military‬ ‭forces‬ ‭were‬ ‭deployed‬ ‭to‬ ‭the‬
‭border,‬ ‭adding‬ ‭distress‬ ‭to‬ ‭mourning‬ ‭communities.‬ ‭Many‬ ‭survivors‬ ‭have‬ ‭fled‬ ‭to‬ ‭Eli-Dar‬ ‭in‬
‭Ethiopia for safety, fearing further violence.‬

‭Humanitarian Crisis and Lack of Medical Assistance‬
‭Due‬‭to‬‭the‬‭remoteness‬‭of‬‭the‬‭area,‬‭injured‬‭victims‬‭did‬‭not‬‭receive‬‭immediate‬‭medical‬‭aid.‬‭They‬
‭had‬ ‭to‬ ‭be‬ ‭carried‬ ‭on‬ ‭makeshift‬ ‭stretchers‬ ‭for‬ ‭hours‬ ‭before‬ ‭reaching‬ ‭any‬ ‭medical‬ ‭facility.‬
‭Eventually,‬‭they‬‭were‬‭evacuated‬‭from‬‭Eli-Dar‬‭to‬‭Dubti‬‭Hospital‬‭in‬‭Ethiopia’s‬‭Afar‬‭Regional‬‭State,‬
‭highlighting the dire need for regional humanitarian support and intervention.‬

‭Demands for Justice and Accountability‬
‭This‬ ‭inhumane‬ ‭aggression‬ ‭against‬ ‭civilians‬ ‭cannot‬ ‭be‬ ‭ignored.‬ ‭We‬ ‭call‬ ‭upon‬‭the‬‭United‬‭States‬
‭government, international human rights organizations, and regional authorities to:‬

‭1.‬ ‭Demand‬ ‭protection‬ ‭for‬ ‭Afar‬ ‭nomadic‬ ‭communities,‬ ‭whose‬ ‭mobility‬ ‭is‬ ‭essential‬ ‭for‬
‭survival.‬
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‭2.‬ ‭Provide‬ ‭humanitarian‬ ‭assistance‬ ‭to‬ ‭survivors‬ ‭and‬
‭ensure immediate medical care for the wounded.‬

‭3.‬ ‭Condemn‬ ‭this‬ ‭unlawful‬ ‭targeting‬ ‭of‬ ‭civilians‬ ‭and‬ ‭uphold‬ ‭the‬ ‭fundamental‬ ‭rights‬ ‭of‬ ‭all‬
‭affected communities.‬

‭4.‬ ‭Conduct‬ ‭an‬ ‭independent,‬ ‭transparent‬ ‭investigation‬ ‭into‬ ‭the‬ ‭attack‬ ‭and‬ ‭hold‬ ‭the‬
‭perpetrators accountable.‬

‭5.‬ ‭Ensure‬‭international‬‭and‬‭regional‬‭intervention‬‭to‬‭prevent‬‭such‬‭atrocities‬‭from‬‭occurring‬
‭again.‬

‭Supporting Evidence‬
‭We‬ ‭have‬ ‭attached‬ ‭official‬ ‭statements‬ ‭and‬ ‭press‬ ‭releases‬ ‭from‬‭human‬‭rights‬‭organizations‬‭and‬
‭political parties condemning the Djiboutian military’s actions on vulnerable civils :‬

‭1.‬ ‭Communiqué  from the Office of Minister of Defense of Djibouti (‬‭page 4‬‭).‬
‭2.‬ ‭Communiqué  from from‬‭Ligue Djiboutienne des Droits de l'Homme -‬‭LDDH‬ ‭(‬‭page 5‬‭).‬
‭3.‬ ‭Press‬ ‭Release‬ ‭from‬ ‭the‬ ‭A‬‭ssociation‬ ‭for‬ ‭the‬ ‭P‬‭romotion‬ ‭and‬ ‭D‬‭efense‬ ‭of‬ ‭H‬‭uman‬ ‭R‬‭ights‬‭-‬

‭APDDH‬‭(‬‭page 6‬‭).‬
‭4.‬ ‭Communiqué  from the‬‭B‬‭loc pour le‬‭S‬‭alut‬‭N‬‭ational -‬‭BSN‬‭(‬‭page 7‬‭).‬
‭5.‬ ‭Communiqué ‬ ‭from‬ ‭R‬‭assemblement‬ ‭pour‬ ‭l'Action,‬ ‭la‬ ‭D‬‭émocratie‬ ‭et‬ ‭le‬ ‭D‬‭éveloppement‬

‭E‬‭cologique -‬‭RADDE‬ ‭(‬‭page 8‬‭).‬

‭Conclusion‬
‭The‬ ‭targeting‬ ‭of‬ ‭innocent‬ ‭Afar‬ ‭civilians‬ ‭through‬ ‭indiscriminate‬ ‭drone‬ ‭strikes‬ ‭is‬ ‭a‬ ‭blatant‬
‭violation‬ ‭of‬ ‭human‬ ‭rights‬ ‭and‬ ‭international‬ ‭law.‬ ‭The‬ ‭international‬ ‭community‬ ‭must‬ ‭take‬
‭immediate action to hold those responsible accountable and ensure justice for the victims.‬
‭Justice for the victims! Accountability for the perpetrators! Never again!‬

‭Sincerely,‬
‭American Afar Diaspora - AAD‬
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